August 1, 1997

State Repregentative Marc Duff
State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952 '
Madison, WI 53708-8952

Dear Representative Duff:

Thank vyou ﬁor your response to my letter stéting my strong
opposition to Senate Bill 3/Assembly Bill 70. Your support and
response are greatly appreciated.

Singerely,
; Y At
Joha-C. Goudie ——

2006 N. 70th Street
Wauwatosa, WI. 53213
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SAVE THE WOLF AND WISCONSIN RIVERS
PASS THE SULFIDE MINING MORATORIUM BILL

Facts_Everyone Should Know Ahout Metallic Sulfide Mining

FACT: EXXON is proposing to dig a_giganaic_ copper and zinc mine in a sulfide ore body at the
headwaters of the Wolf River near Crandon Wisconsin. This mine will threaten to pollute both
the Wisconsin and Wolf Rivers.

FACT: The Wolf River is one of Wisconsin’s purest and most scenic rivers.

FACT: EXXON is proposing to dump over 1,000,000 galkms of wastewater each day into the
Wisconsin River through a 38 mile pipeline. '

FACT EXXON’S mine will leave behind a waste zmhngs pile 90 feet tall and the size cf 350
football fields right at the headwaters of the pristine Wolf River.

FACT: EXXON’s waste tailings pile will be thc largcst TOXIC waste dump in Wisconsin
history and will need to be isolated from mixing with air and water for thousands of years in
order to prevent contamination of area ground and surface water.

FACT: The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources reports that no sulfide mine in a similar
ore body hias ever operated without polluting ground and surface waters. Nationwide, over
500,000 mining sites are contaminated and 52 of these are on the National Superfund Cleanup
list.

FACT: Emsang Wxsconsm zmnmg laws and DNR m.lcs are ndd]ad m&h loopholes and do pot
protect Wisconsin's taxpayers and environment ﬁom mining pollution and cleanup costs.

FACT: The Sulfide Mining Mora:anum_ Bill, introduced b_y chrescmauve Spencer Black, will -
prohibit the DNR from permitting a mine in & sulfide ore body in Wisconsin until a similar mine

has been operated eisewhere in the United States or Canada for at least 10 years without causing

significant pollution of area groundwater or surface water.

FACT: Wisconsin's economy and environment cannot afford to be EXXON’s guinea pig for
unproven mining technology.

FACT: This important bill will only pass with the strong support of conservationists from all
parts of Wisconsin,

Contact Your State Senator And State Representative
You Can Call Them Toll Free At 1-800-362-9472

Tell Them To Support The Mining Moratorium Bill
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Bart Olson

Sauk County 20th District Supervisor
3727 Palisade St., Merrimac, W1 53561 « 608-493-2291 work, 608-493-2561 home
fax: 608-493-2074 » e-mail: bart{@shopperstopper.com

October 14, 1997
Wisconsin Assembly Environment Committee

Dear Committee Member:

I am the 20th District Supervisor for Sauk County. I also publish three weekly newspapers
in Sauk County; the Baraboo Sun, Reedsburg Report, and the Sauk Prairie Eagle. I also
publish the weekly, free circulation Shopper Stopper that reaches 100,000 households
primarily in Sauk, Columbia, Marquette and Dane County.

My county district includes the Village and Town of Merrimac, which.border on Lake
" Wisconsin_ the lake created behind the Wisconsin River dam at Prairie du:Sac. As you may
“know; the Sauk and ‘ColumbiaCounty area is famous for its tourist ttractions, the
+"Wisconsin Dells; the Merrimac Ferry, ithe-Eagle habitat .at Prairie du Sac an ¢ the
lecated on the Wisconsin River.-In fact, Sauk County is ranked third in.the state in ‘total
“tourism sales. Needless to say, many of us depend on the Wisconsin River an
- quality for our livelihood. .~ . o _ e o

“randon Mining Company (CMC), owned by Exxon Corporation,
epartment of Natural Resources (DNR) to operate a sulfide copp
Wiszonsin, near the Wolf River, and to pump one million gallons per day,
gallons over the 30-year operating life of the mine of treated mining wastewater, to the
Wisconsin River at Hat Rapids near Rhinelander through a 38-mile pipeline.

According to the DNR, just some of the chemicals and metals that will be dumped into the
Wisconsin River are Ammonia, Nitrate, Chloride, Fluoride, Phosphorus, Boron, Cyanide,
Aluminum, Antimony, Arsenic, Barium, Beryllium, Cadmium, Calcium, Chromium, Copper,
Iron, Lead, Magnesium, Manganese, Mercury, Molybdenum, Nickel, Potassium, Selenium,
Silver, Sodium, Sulfate, Thallium and Zinc. ' When asked why the CMC would not treat
the wastewater and put it in the Wolf River, the DNR answered”, “The Wolf River is an
Outstanding Resource Water (the highest water quality classification), so any discharges to
it must be of a higher quality than a discharge to the Wisconsin River. This is becausethe

! public Concerns Regarding the Proposed Crandon Mine Discharge into the Wisconsin River, a summary
of public concerns and questions from the May 20, 1996, Public Meeting at Tomahawk, Wisconsin, with
DNR responses, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Bureau of Integrated Science Services (June
28, 1996} p. 30

2 Ibid p. 22

many .others. ..



' watér 38 miles to the Wisconsin River, where th

- The Wisconsin River is already a river at 1i
~metal
“ pen

Wisconsin River is of a lower use classification (a warm water sport fish water). If Crandon
Mine Company proposed a discharge to the Wolf River system, it would require a very
expensive and sophisticated treatment gystem.”

According to George Meyer, head of the DNR®: “It (CMC) considered discharging into the
Wolf River, the Pelican River and other streams, and a project site seepage system before
chaosing the Wisconsin River as its preferred alternative.” He went on to say, “The
Department does not have the authority to require an applicant for a surface water
discharge permit to discharge to any particular surface water. As long as any applicant can
demonstrate that it can meet the effluent limits and other requirements for a particular
discharge site, we must grant the permit.”

Rodney Harrell, president of CMC, in a recent interview with me said that the pipeline will
cost 20 million dollars, while treating ‘the wastewater to the Wolf River or to on-site
groundwater seepage standards would cost 40 million dollars, a difference of 20 million
dollars: ' '

The bottom line is that CMC wants to get rid-of its wastewater for the least amount of
money by avoiding the DNR-imposed high-water quality standards at the mine site, and the
additional treatment it would require to mee hose standards. CMC can save 20 million
s'by providing only minimum treatment of the wastewater, and then.pumping that

8 e water is-already much dirtier than the -

Wolf River, and the DNR water quality standards are very much lower.

info it. (See enclosed:) Last ear alonie there were 675.app
limits on the Wisconsin River:* Another 27 municipalities:
in the Wisconsin River drainage basin, now - discharging to groundwater, will probably
change their discharge to the river or one of its tributaries due to a recent increase in nitrate
and phosphorus standards in groundwater, resulting in millions of additional gallons of

wastewater to be dumped into the Wisconsin. Farm run-off and faulty septic systems add to
the problems.

In 1997, the DNR issued “Fish Advisories™ for mercury, PCB, and dioxin contamination of
certain fish all along the Wisconsin and warned humans against eating these fish in various
quantities on different parts of the river.

3 | etter to Senator Brian Rude from DNR Secretary George Meyer (September 12, 1996)

3 Apparent Discharge Limit Violations Recorded on DMRS Files, Water Basins 171, 172 & 173, Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources {1996)

5 Important Health Information for People Eating Fish from Wisconsin Waters, Wisconsin Division of
Health and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (1997)



““located on th Wisconsin.

According to another DNR report on toxic chemicals released in 1997°, the Wisconsin
River is once again the top receiver of toxic chemicals receiving a whopping 1,959,244
pounds of toxic chemicals in 1995,

In still another report from the DNR’, 10 segments of the Wisconsin River or its tributaries
are listed as impaired.

Although the Wisconsin River has improved from the way it was back in the sixties, it
should be gradually getting better and better, not staying the same or getting worse. The
DNR water quality standards for the Wolf, the Fox and the entire Lake Michigan drainage
basin, and of course groundwater, are higher than the Wisconsin, and if CMC or any other
distant mine, manufacturer or municipality is allowed to start building long pipelines, the
Wisconsin will never get any better.

As you kriow, many Wisconsin municipalities and businesses which are not located near a
stream or Tiver treat their wastewater to groundwater standards, including the City of
Crandon. There is no reason, in my opinion, that the CMC should not be required to clean
up their wastewater to groundwater standards, and return the treated water back to the

groundwater-at the site of t

The bad news is Exxon and Rio Algom, ‘the parent companies -of Crandon Mining
Company, have ‘spent and continue to spend a lot of money lobbying in Madison. In
addition, our Governor Tommy Thompson has been actively supporting the mine since the
beginning, according to the senators and representatives I have talked to. S

the summer of _' 1996,42(:01;11{;35? ‘cities, vzﬂagesand tewns ;
ve passed resolutions opposing the pipeline, and in most -

cases; the mine and.the pip line. Enclosed find a copy of t_i;}'g_«:g_e__:i"e'solﬁtiéns] Also find a list of o

these communities and others from around the state who have passed various resolutions
opposing the mine or pipeline.

We, the people and their representatives along the Wisconsin River, are the ones who have
a vested interest and care the most about the Wisconsin River. The only thing we will
receive from the Crandon Mine is 10 billion gallons of mining wastewater over the next 30
years. It is critical that the Wisconsin Assembly weighs in on the issue and joins the people,
municipalities, and state legislators who have opposed the mine or the pipeline. The battle
to save the Wisconsin River from the added “mining wastewater” is far from over. Exxon
Corporation, the owner of the Crandon Mine, and other mining companies who are
currently exploring all over northern, western and southwestern Wisconsin are not about to
give up easily. They have the money and the lobbyists. *

Please support the Mining Moratorium Bill.

§ 1995 SARA 313 Data Summary Toxic Release Inventory, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

(February 1, 1997}
" Wisconsin's 303(d) List of Impaired Waters, Department of Natural Resources (December 13, 1996)




Bart Olson

20th District Supervisor, Sauk County
Publisher - Shopper Stopper, Sauk Prairie Eagle, Baraboo Sun, Reedsburg Report

Enclosures:

1.
2.
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e:\michele\winwerﬁ\ﬁa:i\mmdm '

List of resolutions opposing the Crandon Mine and/or pipeline

Copies of resolutions passed by municipalities along the Wisconsin River opposing the
Crandon Mine and/or pipeline

Apparent wastewater dumping wviolations for the Wisconsin River

Results of Shopper Stopper survey

Comments from Shopper Stopper readers

Important health information for people eating fish from Wisconsin River

Wisconsin River is state's biggest toxic chemical dump

DNR lists sections of the Wisconsin River as impaired




Resolutions Opposing the Crandon Mine or Pipeline
Updated 10/13/97, Bart Olson, Shopper Stopper
42 counties, cities, villages, and towns along the Wisconsin River have
passed resolutions or have gone on record in opposition to the Crandon
Mine and/or pipeline:
1. Opposes mine. 2. Opposes pipeline.
Dane County 2
Richland County 12
Sauk County 1,2
City of Lodi Columbia County 2
City of Portage Columbia County 2
City of Wisconsin Rapids Wood County 2
Village of Arena fowa County 1,2
Village of Biron Wood County - 1,2
Village of Brokaw Mamthon Camty 2
Village of Lake Delton Sauk: County - 1,2
Village of Merrimac Sauk County - 1,2
Village of Muscoda Grant County 1,2
Village of Necedah Juneau County 1,2
Village of Plover Partagc County 2
Village of Prairie du Sac Sauk County 2
Village of Sauk City Sauk County i2
Village of Spring Green Sauk: County:. 2
Village of Whiting Portage Caunty 12
Town of Birch Lmeoln County -2
Townof Boscobel ... 1,2
TownofCaledonia . . 2
. Townof Dekorra 1,20
Town of Delton -8 2
Town of Eau Pleine Partage County 2
Town of Fairfield Sauk County 1,2
Town of Fort Winmebago Columbia County 1,2
Town of Harding Lincoln County 2
Town of Honey Creek Sauk County 1,2
Town of Knowlton Marathon County 2
Town of Lodi Columbia County 1,2
Town of Marietta Crawford County 1.2
Town of Mazomanie Dane County 1,2
Town of Merrmmac Sauk County 1,2
Town of Millville Grant County 1.2
Town of Newport Columbia County 1,2
Town of Prairie du Sac Sauk County 2
Town of Quincy Adams County 1,2
Town of Roxbury Dane County 2
Towm of Sumpter Sauk County 2
Town of Tray Sauk County 2
Town of Watterstown Grant County 1,2
Town of Wyoming lowa County b




36 other counties, villages, towns, unions and organizations have passed
resolutions or have gone on record in opposition to the Crandon Mine
and/or pipeline**:
Menominee County 1
Cutagamie County 1
Shawano County 1
Waupaca County 1
Menominee Nation Menominee County !
City of Appleton Outagamie County |
City of New London Outagamie County 1
City of Shawano Shawano County 1
Town of Angelica Shawane County i
Town of Bartelme Shawano County 1
Town of Lebanon Waupaca County 1
Town of Lessor Shawano County 1
Town of Maple Grove Shawano County 1
Town of Narvarino Shawano County 1
Town of Richmond Shawano County 1
Town of St, Lawrence Waupaca County 1
Town of Waukechon Shawano County 1
Town of Wescott Shawano County 1
_Town of Wolf River Langlade County 1
. Amencan Federation of State,
- County and Mumczupal Empioyees
(AF SCME)/Wisconsin State i
Empioyees Unmion (WSEU}— -+
AFL-CIO Locat 82 (Milwaukee) ~ 1
'Cammmncanans Workers of America
“Local #4620 (Green Bay) S I
e '-Z'Fox Vaiiey Arca La‘ber Ccuncﬂ i
a_(_?rosse AFL-CIG Counmi LaCrosse County 1
South-Central Federation of
Labor, AFL-CIO (Madison) Dane Coum:y 1
Teaching Assistants” Association
(TAA)/American Federation of
Teachers {AFT) Local 3220
AFL-CIO (Madison) 1
United Auto Workers Local #72 (Kenosha) i
United Steelworkers of America
(USWA) Local #1527 (Milwaukee) 1
Great Lakes Inter-Tribal
Coung, Inc. Vilas County 1
Musky Clubs Alliance
Of Wisconsin, Inc. 1
Petenwell-Castle Rock
Property Owners Assoc. Adams County 1,2
Pickerel/Crane Lake Protection
& Rehabilitation District Forest County 1
Portage Canal Society Columbia County 2
Stockbridge Munsee Community Shawano County 1
Trout Unlimited Iowa County 1,2
Walleves for Tomorrow Fond du Lac County 1
Wisconsin Dells-Lake Delton  Columbia County 1,2

Chamber of Commerce




~ Door Coun Environmental Council, Inc. -

11 counties, towns and organizations that have passed resolutions or
legislation opposing mining in general:

Clark County
Eau Claire County
Jackson County
Langlade County
Trempealeau County
Town of Ainsworth Langlade County
Town of Bradley Lincoln County
Town of Cleveland Jackson County
Town of Maple Creek Outagamie County
Brown County Conservation

Alliance Brown County
Rolling Stone Lake

Protection Rehabilitation Langlade County

At least 73 Wisconsin organizations support the Mining Moratorium™**;

A Job is a Right Campaign

American Association of Retired People (AARP)
American Vets Mentoring Alliance .
Audubon Society ~ Chappee Rapids Chapter
Audubon Scciety - Fond du Lac _
Chapter Brown County Conservation Alliance Chippewa Vaiiey Farth Fn'st!
Chippewa: Valiey Earth First! i

Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger
City of LaCrosse -
Clean Water Action{ Counczi of Ncrﬂaeast Wlsaonsm :

EarthWINS
E.C.C.O.L.;A.f
Gray Panthers -

Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife

Ho-Chank Natwn :

Izaak Walton League - Brown County Chapter

Izaak Walton League - Wisconsin Division

Kids for Clean Water

LaCrosse AFL-CIO

LaCrosse County

Ledge Preservation

Menominee Nation

Midwest Headwaters Earth First!

Milwavkee Area Greens

Mining Impact Coalition of Wisconsin Inc.

Mole Lake Sokaogon Chippewa

Muskies Incorporated

Musky Club Allinace of Wisconsin

National People's Campaign - Milwaukee, Madison

Native Forest Network

Navaring Nature Center

North Forests Earth First!

North Woods Alliance

Northeastern Wisconsin Clean Water Action Council Board of Directors
Northern Thunder




Physicians for Social Responsibility - Eau Claire, Madison

Progressive Students Network

Protect Our Wisconsin River

Protect Our Wolf River -- Shawano, W1

Purple Earth

Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians

River Alliance of Wisconsin

Servite Center for Life

Shoreline Parks Preservation, Inc.

Sierra Club - Coulee Region Chapter

Sierra Club - John Muir Chapter

Sierra Club-Midwest Office

South-Central Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO, Madison

Student Environmental Action Coalition - Oshkosh, Eau Claire, Madison

Student Environmental Action Coalition - University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee
Sturgeon for Tomorrow

Superior Wilderness Action Network

Town of Farmington, LaCrosse County

Trout Unlimited - Northwoods Chapter

United Steelworkers of America (U SWA) Local #1527, Madison

University of Wisconsin Greens o

UW-Oshkosh Grassroots Collective

Vorgt Intertribal Task Force of the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission
Walleyes for ’I'omorrow _ Fend du Lac

WATER. -
Watershed Informatmn_News Semce {(WINS).

Waukesha Environmental Action League

Wisconsin Audubon Council ™

Wisconsin B.A.S.S. Federation
_ W1sconsm Board of” Chm’ch and Soczety, Umted Me&wdist Church

WIS(}O’HSIH Resdurces ?rotecﬁon Council
Wisconsin Trout Unlimited

Wzscansm Wildlife Federatlon

Wolf River Watershed Alhame

elbart\crandon 7. doc




RES. 154, 1996-97

OPPOSING THE CRANDON MINE 38 MILE WASTEWATER PIPELINE TO THE WISCONSIN RIVER

The Crandon Mining Company, owned by Exxon Corporation and others, is proposing to operate a copper
and zinc sulfide mine near Crandon, Wisconsin, and then pump up to 1,000,000 gallons per day of mining wastewater
through a 38-mile pipeline to the Wisconsin River near Rhinelander. The environmental effects of sulfide mining
would be disastrous. Besides polluting surface and ground waters, the acid mine dramage would threaten federal
natural trust resources such as the Wolf River. Secondly, the economic benefits of this mine project are doubtful. A
boom and bust cycle plus threats to tourism and in-state jobs tend to minimize the economic benefits of such a mine.

This proposal could set a precedent for building long pipelines fo transport waste water to the Wisconsin
River in order to avoid local water quality standards. The Wolf, Fox and all rivers emptying into the Great Lakes
have higher water guality standards than the Wisconsin. If the Crandon Mine is allowed to fransport mining
wastewater to the W:sconsm vaer, other dxstant mines, manufacturers or csty sewer svstems will seek to be aiiowed _

" to do the same.

S o The Wasconsm R.tver and its water quahry are cxﬁ*emely :mporraﬂt to the residents of the county of Dane,
many of whom either Tive on it or close to it and fish, swim, boat, and otherwise enjoy it. A number of county

residents earfi'a livelihood from the tourists attracted by the river, and any Iowenng of the water quahty would cause

harm to the cour ity and its remden’ts i

: NOW _THEREFQRE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the County of Dane opposes the issuance of a
perm;t to Crandon Mining: Cornpaay to construct and operate a 38-mile wastewater pipeline to the Wisconsin River
arid further opposes the issuance of a permit (to anyone) to transport wastewater over Jong dzstances to the Wisconsin

Rwer in order to-avoid Iocal water quahty standards

BE IT ’R’I’H‘ER RESOLVED that? op":_zj'of thzs resqutmn and the roll call sheet be: .pmvzded tﬁ Govemor 8
1¢ n and to state legislators representmg Dane County. A '

Adopted by the Dane County Board of Supervisors January 9, 1997.
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RESQLUTION NO. 956-

A restlucion Opposing The Proposed Crandon Mine And The 18
Mile Wavrewater Pipeline To The Wisconsin River.

WHEREAS the Crandon Mining Company, which is owned by Exxon
Corporation and others, is proposing to operate a copper and zinc
sulfide mine near Crandon, Wisconsin and this mine, once
operating, would pump 1,000,000 gallons of mining wastewater per
day through a 38 mile pipeline to the Wisconsin River near

Rhinelander, and

WHEREAS the environmental effects of such a mine would be
disastrous, including polluting surface and groundwaters and
threatening Federal natural trust resources such as the Wolf
River and, sscondly, the economic benefits of this mine are
~doubtful, as mines typically operate on a boom or bust cycle plus
such ‘a mine would pose a threat to tourism and to the jcbs it
creates, rand . o : '

WHEREAS the construction of this mine would set a precedent
for building cther long pipelines to transport wastewater to the.
- Wisconsin River 'in order to avoid local water guality standards
and, if the Crandon mine is allowed to transporc mining
. wastewaler to the Wisconsin River, other distant mines,
wmanufacturers and city sewer systems may bé allowed to do the
same, and § y o

WHEREAS the Wisconsin River and its water quality are. . .
‘rogely dmportant to-the citizens of Richland County, many of .
enjoy the River, and citizens eain a livelihood from the
tourists attracted by ‘the River, and any lowering of the water
quality of the River would cause great harm to the Ceunty and to

its residents, and o

WHEREAS-tha'CGunty Board now=de$ires to go on record in
ocpposition to the proposed Crandon mine.

~NCGW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Richland County Board
of Supervisors that Richland County hereby opposes the issuance
of a permit to the Crandon Mining Company to operate a silver and
zinc sulfide mine at Crandon and to construct a 38 mile
wastewater pipeline to the Wisconsin River, and County further
- opposes the issuance of a permit to anvone to transport
wastewater for long distances to the Wisconsin River in order Eo

avoid local water quality standards, and

e




